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VINAY SITAPATI is an Assistant Professor in Political Science and Legal Studies at Ashoka University, Delhi. 

He studied at National Law School Bangalore and Harvard University, and will be graduating this year with a 
Ph.D. in politics from Princeton University. Sitapati has written for publications as diverse as the Oxford 
Handbook of the Indian Constitution, Economic & Political Weekly, International New York Times, The Indian 
Express, Harvard BlackLetter Law Journal, The Hindu, Harvard Crimson, and Seminar. Half-Lion is his first book. 
 

About Half-Lion: 

When P. V. Narasimha Rao became the unlikely prime minister of India in 1991, he inherited an economic 
crisis, violent insurgencies, and a nation adrift. Despite being unloved by his people, mistrusted by his party, a minority in 
Parliament, and ruling under the shadow of 10 Janpath, Rao reinvented India, at home and abroad. Few world leaders have 
achieved so much with so little power. With exclusive access to Rao’s never-before-seen personal papers as well as over a 
hundred interviews, this definitive biography provides new revelations on the Indian economy, nuclear programme, foreign 
policy, and the Babri Masjid. While tracing Rao’s life from a village in Telangana through his years in power and humiliation in 
retirement, the book never loses sight of the inner man, his difficult childhood, his corruptions and love affairs, his lingering 
loneliness. Meticulously researched and honestly told, this landmark political biography is a must-read for anyone interested in 
the man responsible for transforming India. 
 

About CASI 
Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at Penn is the first research institution in the U.S. dedicated to the study of 
contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among 
the academic, business, and foreign policy communities. 
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