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About the Lecture:

This lecture examines the economic impact of the Second World War on India. It argues that the
mobilization of the Indian economy for the war effort was shaped and limited by a set of inter-related
and mutually reinforcing “supply side” constraints. Looking at the longer-term consequences of the
war, it suggests that the economic and financial policies adopted during these years not only had an
immediate and profound impact on Indian society, but also left a deep genetic imprint on the post-
colonial Indian state and its approach to the management of the economy.
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About CASI

Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at Penn is the first research institution
in the U.S. dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new
generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic,
business, and foreign policy communities.
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