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S. CHANDRASEKHAR is an Associate Professor at Indira Gandhi Institute of 
Development Research (IGIDR), Mumbai, an advanced research institute fully 
funded by Reserve Bank of India. His current work focuses on Migration and 
Urbanization, Rural-Urban Linkages, and Labour Market Outcomes in India. 
Among Chandrasekhar's ongoing research projects are: “The Commuting 
Worker: An Overlooked Aspect of Rural-Urban Interaction,” “Strengthen and 

Harmonize Research and Action on Migration in the Indian Context (SHRAMIC),” and “Tackling 
Agriculture-Nutrition Disconnect in India (TANDI).” 
 
AAbboouutt  tthhee  LLeeccttuurree::  

Unlike migration, scant attention has been paid to the phenomenon of commuting by workers in 
developing countries. This lecture fills this gap by using a nationally representative data set from 
India to analyze factors that affect the decision of workers to commute across rural and urban 
areas daily. The results suggest that regions with large peripheral urban areas or concentrations of 
secondary sector jobs are more likely to have commuting workers. Regional rural and urban 
unemployment rates and rural–urban wage differentials are important push and pull factors in the 
decision to commute. 
  

  
  

  

  

 

 

LECTURE TIME: 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.  

VENUE: CASI – 3600 Market Street, Suite 560 (5th floor) Philadelphia, PA 19104-2653 
  

  

  

AAbboouutt  CCAASSII 
Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at the University of Pennsylvania is the first 

research institution in the United States dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to 

nurture a new generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic, 

business, and foreign policy communities. 


