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LUKE PATEY is a senior researcher at the Danish Institute for International Studies. His work
focuses on the political economy of oil in Sudan and South Sudan, the role of China and India in
Africa, and the overseas investments of Chinese and Indian national oil companies. He has written
for Financial Times, The Guardian, The Hindu, and VICE News. His commentary has appeared in
The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Bloomberg News, Reuters, Financial Times, BBC
World Service, and Radio France International. He is the author of The New Kings of Crude: China,
India, and the Global Struggle for Oil in Sudan and South Sudan (Hurst Publishers, 2014). He has
been a Visiting Scholar at Peking University (Beijing), the Social Science Research Council (New
York), and the Centre d’études et de recherches internationales (Paris).

About the Lecture:

For over a decade, Sudan fueled the international rise of Chinese and Indian national oil companies. But the political
turmoil surrounding the historic division of Africa’s largest country, with the birth of South Sudan, challenged Asia’s oil
giants to chart a new course. The outbreak of conflict in South Sudan last December only deepened the instability
and insecurity, and sent Chinese and Indian diplomats scrambling to reinvigorate their foreign policies to protect their
interests and bring an end to the conflict. This lecture will discuss and compare the overseas investments of Chinese
and Indian national oil companies, their close ties with their respective governments in Beijing and New Delhi, and
experiences with political and security risks in Sudan and South Sudan. It will draw from Luke Patey’s recent book,
The New Kings of Crude: China, India, and the Global Struggle for Oil in Sudan and South Sudan. Beyond exploring
the economic and political impact of Chinese and Indian engagement in Sudan and South Sudan, the book argues
that the two Sudans are examples of how Africa is shaping the rise of China and India as world powers.

LECTURE TIME: 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.
VENUE: CASI - 3600 Market Street, Suite 560 (5t floor) Philadelphia, PA 19104-2653

About CASI
Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at the University of Pennsylvania is the first research
institution in the United States dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new
generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic, business, and foreign policy
communities.
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