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AAbboouutt  tthhee  LLeeccttuurree:: 

The heightened scrutiny accompanying an impending general election has brought 
renewed attention to the state of the Indian media, including a panoply of complaints 

about its political biases, financial arrangements, sensationalist tendencies, and professional ethics. These 
criticisms are not without validity, and yet they represent a partial and often misleading picture of the press 
and its role in contemporary Indian society and politics. The failure to understand the workings of the media 
begins, in most cases, with a lack of knowledge about the actual practice of journalism in India today. Who 
decides which stories are “news” and which remain untold? What determines the prominence of certain 
items and narratives on the front pages of newspapers or television broadcasts? The frequently voiced 
disdain for journalists and the media reflects, in part, an awareness that these processes are not “objective” 
but misunderstands both the inner workings of the media and the complex forces that act upon journalists, 
editors, and proprietors. At the same time, analysis of the media tends to minimize, or completely ignore, 
the nature of its interaction with other dominant institutions in Indian public life. To understand both the 
woes of the Indian media and its role in democratic discourse, we must see it, first and foremost, in the 
context of a broader political and social ecosystem, not simply as an independent observer, and dutiful 
transcriber, of facts and events.  
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AAbboouutt  CCAASSII 
Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at the University of Pennsylvania is the first research 

institution in the United States dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new 

generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic, business, and foreign policy 

communities. 


