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About the Lecture: 
Based on a paper co-authored with Adnan Farooqui (Assistant Professor of Political Science, Jamia Millia Islamia University) this 
lecture analyses the defeat of the Congress party in the India’s 2014 election in which it plummeted to its lowest ever vote share 
(19 percent) and seat tally (44 of 543). Dr. Sridharan examines whether the defeat in 2014 was due to unusual circumstances of 
that election or whether the defeat of the Congress party in 2014 is the end result of a long-term gradual decline, punctuated by 
recoveries that began much earlier. He will look at the data as to whether the Congress was gradually becoming less competitive 
in more and more states and constituencies as indicated by its falling to a third or worse position in national and state assembly 
elections in these states, and national elections in such constituencies. He will relate this to the desertion of the party by social 
groups that once supported it – upper castes, Dalits, Muslims and others – in a number of states. The larger question is whether 
a Congress-type encompassing umbrella party can survive the sharpened politicization of social cleavages, in the Indian case, 
religious, caste, and regional cleavages since such a party will tend to lose out to religio-ethnic and regional parties in ethnic and 
regional identitarian outbidding, and will tend to lose some of its voter base to such parties.   
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