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The Absent Dialogue:
Politicians, Bureaucrats,
and the Military in India
A Book Talk with the Author
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Assistant Professor, RSIS, Nanyang Technological University
CASI Non-Resident Visiting Scholar

THE ABSENT = mojor successes of India's democracy. Because it is so rare,
DI ALUGUE especially among post-colonial states, this control is rightfully

‘ celebrated. But has this come at a cost? In The Absen
et Dialogue, Anit Mukhedrjee drg#es that the pattern of civil-
ST i

military relations in India has hampered its military
effectiveness. Divin? deep into understanding the
organization and infernal processes within the Indian military,
he explains how Indian politicians and bureaucrats have long
been content with the formal and ritualistic exercise of
civilian control, while the military continues to operate in
institutional silos. Informed by more than a hundred and fifty
. interviews and recently available archival material, The

An Mukhariae Absent Dia/oaue sheds new light on India’s military and will
reshape our understanding of both the history and contemporary dynamics of civil-
military relations and recurring problems therein.
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