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About the Lecture:

The National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS) in India is one of the largest public employment
programs in the developing world. It was introduced by the central government, led by Indian National Congress
(INC). While its implementation is, in principle, based on demand for work from households, Dr. Mukhopadhyay
investigates how political competition affects intra district allocation of funds under the scheme. Using longitudinal
data on funds allocated to blocks and elections held at the block level, and addressing the issue of endogeneity by
focusing on a subsample of blocks which had close elections, he finds that the funds allocated were 22 percent
higher in blocks where the INC seat share was less than 39 percent in the previous election. He will provide a
mechanism for the effect by showing that the results are only true when the MP of the district, a member of the body
that approves the block fund allocation, is from INC. The lecture is based on the paper of the same title, co-authored
with Bhanu Gupta.

LECTURE TIME: 12 noon to 1:30 p.m.
VENUE: CASI - 3600 Market Street, Suite 560 (5t floor) Philadelphia, PA 19104-2653

About CASI
Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at the University of Pennsylvania is the first research
institution in the United States dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new
generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic, business, and foreign policy
communities.
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