CENTER FOR THE ADVANCED STUDY OF INDIA Penn

University of Pennsylvania

Arts &9 Sciences

Rethinking Gandhi in Contemporary India

A NAND & JEET KHEMKA DISTINGUISHED LECTURE SERIES PANEL

UDAY SINGH MEHTA

Distinguished Professor of Political Science, The Graduate Center, CUNY

AND

KARUNA MANTENA

Associate Professor of Political Science, Yale University

UDAY SINGH MEHTA is a Distinguished Professor of Political
Science at the Graduate Center, CUNY, and is a political
theorist whose work encompasses a wide spectrum of
philosophical traditions. He has worked on a range of issues
including the relationship between freedom and imagination,
liberalism’s complex link with colonialism and empire, and
more recently with issues of war, peace, and non-violence.
He is the author of two books, The Anxiety of Freedom:
Imagination and Individuality in the Political Thought of John
Locke (Cornell University Press, 1992), and Liberalism and Empire: Nineteenth
Century British Liberal Thought (University of Chicago Press, 1999). In 2002, he
was named a Carnegie Foundation scholar. He is currently completing a book on
war, peace, and nonviolence, which focuses on the moral and political thought of M.
K. Gandhi. He was an undergraduate at Swarthmore College, where he studied
mathematics and philosophy. He received his Ph.D. in political philosophy from
Princeton University. He has taught at Princeton University, Cornell University, MIT,
the University of Chicago, and the University of Pennsylvania.

KARUNA MANTENA is an Associate Professor of Political
Science at Yale University. She received her Ph.D. from
Harvard University in 2004 and has previously taught at
Cornell University. Her research interests include modern
political thought, modern social theory, the intellectual history
of empire, the theory and history of imperialism, South Asian
politics and history, and theories of race and culture. Her
book, Alibis of Empire: Henry Maine and the Ends of Liberal
Imperialism (Princeton, 2010), explored the transformation of
nineteenth-century imperial ideology. Her current research focuses on political
realism and the political theory of M. K. Gandhi.

About CASI

Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at the University of
Pennsylvania is the first and only research institution in the United States dedicated to
the study of contemporary India. A national resource, it fills an urgent need for objective
knowledge of India’s politics and society, rapidly changing economy, and transformation
as an ancient civilization and emerging major power. The Center’s key goals are to
nurture a new generation of scholars across disciplines and to provide a forum for
dialogue among the academic, business, and foreign policy communities.

Thursday
April 19, 2012

Panel
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

Houston Hall (Ben Franklin Room)
University of Pennsylvania

3417 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6306

Reception
6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Houston Hall (Golkin Room)
27 Floor

Please RSVP by

Tuesday, April 17 - seating is limited
email: casi@sas.upenn.edu

tel: 215.746.3159
http://casi.ssc.upenn.edu
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