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LISA BJÖRKMAN is an Assistant Professor in the Urban and Public Affairs Department 

at the University of Louisville. Her book, Pipe Politics, Contested Waters: Embedded 
Infrastructures of Millennial Mumbai (Duke University Press, 2015), is a political 
ethnography about the encounter in Mumbai between market-oriented urban 
development reforms and the material politics of the city’s water infrastructures. Pipe 
Politics was awarded the American Institute of Indian Studies’ 2014 Book Prize in the 
Indian Social Sciences. Her previous research in Mumbai was a multi-sited ethnography 
of the making and remaking of the city’s affordable housing stock, exploring the multiple 
and divergent developmental imaginaries articulated through actual material 
reconfigurations of urban spaces, neighborhoods, and infrastructures. She earned a 
Ph.D. in Politics from the New School for Social Research in New York in 2012. 
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Founded in 1992, the Center for the Advanced Study of India (CASI) at Penn is the first research institution in the U.S. 

dedicated to the study of contemporary India. The Center’s key goals are to nurture a new generation of scholars across 

disciplines and to provide a forum for dialogue among the academic, business, and foreign policy communities. 


